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A SERMON of Mr william 


Fenners at ghee apa 


PROVERBES: 1. 28, 


Then ſbell they call xpon me, but I will not an- 
ſwer : they ſnall ſeek me early , but they ſhall 


not finde me. 


re is a Ge Engliſh P2overbe 
73 4 us, that he chaten lectes 


the occaſion, the occaſion will neg- 
CLE: lect him. Solomon wiſelp begins 

his P2overbes with it: koz he 
| biingeth in the — of his Father in 
theſe five particulars : firſf, making a general! 
Proclamation in the 20. verſe, Wiſdom crieth 
without,ſheuttereth her voice in the ſtreets. Ye 
| compareth God unto a cryer that goeth 2 


4 3 
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7 The danger of 
down the Citie from tx tet to ſtr cet, and from 
doe td doe, crylug his commodity, even the 
riche tk h ever was,which ts a Chꝛitk a Chailt 
of * redemprion » à Chiſt for ſanitication, a 
Chill to enlizh«n. thoſe that walke in vark⸗ 
neſſe and o ide em oe deat! 
that chirſteth, here is a Chriſt toꝛ vou. 
. -. Detondiy, here ig, mcrcifull reprelienſion, 
iy 22:verle-Oyefoolith.how long will you 
love fooliſhneſſe, and you ſcornors take plealure 
in f:ornins? A wliſh ind ed to he without C hꝛiſt 
kolich ta he withent grace. tut to chafer a+ 
Wap odr fouls fo2 fin. How long yee ſcorners 


will you take pleaſure in ſcotning: wil you (till 
perſiſt in your wickznne,+ never have done 
| with your ſins⸗ will you never turne back-a- 


gaine, but dame your ſouls fo2 ever - O yee 
foo liſh, how long will you love fooliſhneſſe? 


Thicdly, here is a gracious exhortation in þ 
23 verſe: Turne youat my correction: lo, wil | 


poure out my mind unto you. and make you to 
underſtand my words: As it he ſhonld ſay, Do 
vou not ſe howpou are going a pace to contu⸗ 
fow-and that the way you take, leadeth unto 
deſtrnttion-turne pe theretoꝛeturn pe back a- 
cain,fo2 there is achꝛiſt beyind vou Oturn ye; 
kon il pe gd on in your ſins, you per iſh koꝛ ever. 
Fourthly, here is a yearning promiſe made 


unto the world, in the end of the 23. verſe 88 | 


ede th. Ho, every one | 
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| _, Ueferring Nepentance. * 
I will poure out my ſpirt upon you, and cauſe 
you co underſtand my words. As it he ond 
ſay,returue back againe with me. 1 you ſhall 
have better welcom then pou can poſſibly habe 
ff you go on in yonr fins, the de vil wil never 
let you gain ſo much by pour living in pour luſt 
as you ſhall do by repentance foz them, e foz - 
faking of them, Foz behold I will poure o- 
my ſpirit upon you,whereby pou ſhalbe farre 
_ gainers, then pou ſbal be by pout 
ng, * Wor” "Cn. Og 
-Fifthly, here isa grievous threataing againſt 


the wozld,even all thoſe that have loyter ed out 


the day of grace. As time and tide aps fe; no 
man, no moꝛe doth the day of grace: 3ecaife I 


have ealled, and you refuſed; 1 have exhorte d, but 1 


you have not regarded; habe denounced judg· 
ments againf you foꝛ pour ſins, but you have 
bardned your hearts; now a day ot woe and 


- miſerie ſhall come upon pou,a time of venge⸗ 


ance and deſolation ſhall over take you: there 
wil a day come wherein there woll be wie ping. 
and crying Percte (L020) mercie,but J ten 
vou befo2e-hand what you ſhall truſt to: let 
this be your leon. now J call, x pon will not 
beat; now I ffretch out my hands, but you \vft 
not regard: you ſhall ſeeke me eraly, but = 
ſhall not find me: an ſhall cry, bur you ſhall 
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» 


The wo2d3 are u thunderclap againft ay 
thoſe that procraſtinate their repentance, and 
returning home untoGod, Wherefn note, ſtrſt, 
the parties themſelvs that do pꝛolong thia time 
ok grate, they: that is, they who when God 
tals on them, will not heare; when God in⸗ 
vites them by his mercies, pattence t foꝛbear⸗ 
ance, by his Piniſters & ſervants, by his coꝛ⸗ 
redions & judgementa, by al faire means, e 
fowl means ,yet withſtand p means of grace: 


they are the men, they ſballtall, but God will 


not anfwer, | | | 
Secondly, here ts there ſeeking after God 
they nen upon me. | 


Thirolp, here is their earneſt & diligent ſeek- 


ing unto G..d ; they ſhall not only call, but ſeek 
to, and not onely feel, hut ſ&@kas to labour to 
und: nay they ſhall, feek me early, even ſtrive 
to go about it with all haff, and flie to repens 
tance but they ſhall not find me. . 
Faourthly. here is the unſcaſonableneſſe ofthe 
time of heit ſeeking, then; that is a demon⸗ 
rat ibs. chen :eben a time which h Loꝛd points 
at: as if he ſhould ſap, pou ſhall ſi then theſe 
men will be of an other mind, chen they will be 
glad to be converted, then they will be glad to 


— 


come out of their ſins, then they will be glad to 


get grace & ſek retonciliation with God: but 
alas ! they ſaw not this chen, but God — 
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it well enough, then ſhall they call but T will 
not anſwer, they ſnall ſeck me early, but they 
ſhall not find me. 

Laſtly, here is the fruſiration of their hopes 
which hath two things in it. F irt. in regard 
ot their ſelves, in regard of the flam ot their 
ſekings»-it-beiag not aright- Secondly, in re- 
gard ut the juſtice of God, who rewards every 
man acco2dingtohis wo2ks. but I will not hear 


. them, Whence obſerve this point ofiDoarrine. 


nk ar wr +35; GSH SL 7 


Theſe that will not heare God 1 he cafleth 


them, God will not hear them vrhen they call up- 


on him, Thoſe that will not hears the 1 od 
when he calieth upon them by the miniftery 
of his Woz voice of his Spirit, the Lozd 
will not heare t when in their mitery they 
call upon him. | 

Thus the Loꝛd dealt with the people in E 
zekiels dayes; the Loꝛd called them to regen: 
tance and obedienee: but when they Mov out, 
neglected thg oppoꝛtunity of grace, and feafons 
of converfian.ſee how God deales with then: 


though they cry in mine ears with a loud voices | 


yet I will not heare them (faith the Lo2v,) 
When men have gone beyond the time of Go 


. mercy>x outerowevd y tive — 


— 
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woll not return, d Lo2d lets it vown with him 
reife t hat his wꝛat h wal returne upon them, 


de wil avtonger foꝛbsare:they had a tune 


wherein 8 Lo2d did pitie them, 6fered grac 
and mercy unto them, but they nezleAing this 
ſeaſo i, and withſtanving this proffer of grace 
God reſolves with htmfelfe they ſhall never 
have it againe. There was a time wherein 
God did pittie them, but now he will not pity 
them any moꝛe twenty five PErs hs called un⸗ 
to then. and fought to bring them home: but 
becaaſe they tov ont and refuſed , the Loꝛd 
Laith, I will love Ephraim no more. 
Belobed, there is a double day, a wh ite day 
nud 4 black day;there is a day of falvacion, 
- \ Fla, 49: 9» this is the day in which yLozv fafd 
dia the priſoners; Come foorch:and to thoſe 


chat lie in their fins, repent and beleeve. Now' | 


K any man will come koꝛth and humble his 
ſoule befoze d £029, let him come x welcome, 
fo; it is a dap of ſalvation. Bat there is ano⸗ 
ther dayror damuation, which is a darke day, « 
black t a dus hie day herein Lo2d wil vifite 
the {ng of the world, and revenge the quarreli 
ofhis Covenant. Hoſ. 9. 7. The day of vilitati- 
on is come, yea the day of recompence, the peo- 
ple (hall know it; the Prophet is a foole, and the 
ſpirituall man is mad; Beloven, we are fcoles 


and ill 5 ſpirttaan men under henden are = 
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tbat lay not this day to heart. oꝛ the day of 
the Loꝛd is a day of viſitation,+ all the wozid 


mall rue it, though now men fle pe in ſecurity. 


f once mercy be rejected, and God tunt away 
is eare from a man, then grace ſhalbe no moꝛe 


' the doꝛe of life ſhall foꝛ ever be ſhut up again 


him: and when once this day comes, he hath 
loſt his owne peace, and deprtbed htmſelfe ol e 
fernall happineſſe. 


Now there are three Reaſons of this poittt; 
the firſt is the law of retaliation.of rendring 
like fo2 like, which is 5 julfeR law that can be 


made wit man, fo2 to give unto every man ac⸗ 


coꝛding to his works, to make him take ſuch as 
he bzings, (as the heathen call it) to give a 
man quid foꝛ quo. tow if God cal upon thee, 


und thou wilt not heare; it is rfxhteonſneſſs 


with God, pea equity with God (that fs moꝛe 
that when $ catieft on him he Would not hear 
thee fo2 thus runs the tenoz of Gods Wozd, 
Prov: 28.9. He that turns away his eare from 
hearing the Law, even his prayerſhall be abomi- . 
nable. He that turns away his eare from Gods 
Law, God will turne away his sare from his 
prayer. He that turns ft is ſpoken in the pre- 

ſent tente, that is, he that now turns away hte 


'eare,his praper ſhall be abominable (in the ku⸗ 


tire tenſe) b is the L02v marks what matter 
82 


12 The danger of | 
oꝛ ſet baunt, what father oz mother, what 
husband oz wife, what man o2 woman it is? 
turns away the eare ofhis head, oꝛ the eare of 


his heart, from hearing his will and obeying of | 


bis Commandements,the Loꝛd takes ſpectall 

notice of it, ⁊ſets it dowue in his Calender, x 
recoꝛds it in his Pemortall ; keeping a ſtrict 
account thereof :as if Gd ſhould ſay , Mell, 
is it ſo » J now call, and will not this man o2 
that woman anſwers Do now ſtretch ont my 
hands, and will not thoy take care to obey me- 
Mell⸗ let them alone (ſaith God) there is a 
day comming that I ſhalbe a hearing of them: 
times of ſozrow and miſery will take hold of 
them, and then they in their all ic ions will 
cry unto me, but avill not heare, they will beg 
fo2 me rcy, but J will not regard: they will ſeek 
me early, but they ſhall not find me. 

It was on of the Articles of high Treaſon 
brought in againſt Cardin all woolſey, that he 
had the Por, and a linking breath and vet 

durſt come into p Kings preſence: So it will 
be an article againſt thee of high treaſon bes 
fo:e the King of heaven if thou come into his 
preſence with the ſtinking breath ofthy ſins, li⸗ 
ding in thy luſts, and wallowing in thy filthi- 


nelle; all thy Prayers are but as ſo many ſfin- | 


king bꝛeaths in 5 noſtrils of the Loꝛd, x every 
duty p thou perkoꝛmeſt unto the Loꝛd ſhall be 
| i _ 


eee as a as as af. e ..: 


w- 
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as ſo many articles ot high treaſon againſt 

thee;fo2 to condemn the, becauſ thou liveſt in 

Rebellion, and a trattoꝛ againſt God. 

His prayer ſhal be abominable, he doth not 

ſap Iwil turn away mine eare from: hearing 
his prayer, which turns away his eate from 
hearing my Law. (that is the true expoſition 
of the wozds) no, like fo2 like is ſometimes in⸗ 
juſtice, o ił a man ſhould ſtrik a Pagiitrate a 
box on the eare, it were not juſtice foꝛ him to 
give him another: fo it is a greater fin ts ffrik 
a Magiſtrate, then any other common per ſon, 
therefo:e a greater Puniſhment the Law res 
qutreth; So God doth not ſay he will turne a⸗ 
way his evre-from hearing his prayer, but wil 
ſerve him in a woz fe kind, he will count it abo- 
minable yea abomination (in the abſkrac)it 
Mall be loathſome,yea loathſomneſſe it ſelfe 
in the woꝛſt manner. Gal. 6. As a man ſeweth. 
ſo-ſhali he reap;if thou ſow ſparingly, thou ſhale 

reap iparingly;if thou ſow a dull eare to Gods 
Moꝛd, thou ſhalt reap a dull care from God 
to thy prayer: Fo2 God wil reward every 
man accoꝛding to his wozkes. 

Setondlp, becauſe of the time of Gods attri- 

butes both me cy and juſtice have the ir ſeaſon 


in this life; and when mercy hath acted her 


part, then commeth juKCice upon the face, and 
ateth her part:\o that God will Have his 
attributos 


44 . The danger fd 

attributes manifefed to all the ſons of mg; 11 
yea to the face of d whole woꝛld. There is no 
Parket,no2 F af; -day plaſteth al waies: if the 
Countrey will not come in, d Traveſmen will 
put up thefr Mares, and be gone: but if they 
tome — time, they may habe a pennywoꝛth o⸗ 
therwike if they come to late they will have 
none. Foꝛ y Perchant will not al waies dwel 
in Tents. but away he goeth,and will not ſtay 
fo2 them. Beloved, Gods ſtanding is now open, 
and his ſhop is ſet wide unto p ſonns ot men 

tt men win not come in, cheapen and buy with · 
out money, whiles God offers his Mares, he 
will put them up and be gone. Foꝛ the Per⸗ 
chant will not loſe his Mares, which he ſbould | 
do, ff he ſhould alwales remaine in the open 
Atze with them ; if he alwates continue in the 
fleldes expecting Cuſtomers, his Wares would 
ſpotle and rot. So tt is with God, - how 
many ſweet Coanſels doth he loſe - how ma: + 
ny [wet Exoꝛtations - how many bleſſed 
Sermons e hoip Dacrements, and Sabbeths, 
doth he loſe -how many checks of Confcience- 
how many daps of Grace and mot ions of his 
Spirit have been ſquandꝛed away in vaine⸗ 
do vou thinke that God will loſe all theſe, and 
tet them rot upon v ſtall, with ſtaying foz pou⸗ 
No, no, the day of grace E mercy will have an 
ead - and then d day of wzath and: — 
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will ftep up, To day if ye will heare his voice, 
-thei. haraen F your hearis: then they hard⸗ 
ned their hearts, would not be led by Gods 
mercies to to: ſabe their fipns; Thereſore he 
ſweare in his Uieth that they ſhould never en- 
tei imo his reſt. If it be ſo with you as it was 
with J trael in the WilderneCe , in the day of 
te mptat:on you doe not know but p your ſ uns 
map now begin to pluck vengeance upon pou. 
I tell you, if you harden pour hearts this day, 
you do not i now but this very day yp Lo2d may 
tlap an Dath upon yeur beads, thet yon ſhall 
never enter into his ref. Foz vne the ſelf» 
ſame occafion laſt not a wales: as: etery day 
is not a Parket day,noz every Weak in the 
care a faire week, noꝛ every ſeaſon in þ year 
x time. of Spring oꝛ harteft: ſo every day of a 
ans life map not cla me to be-þ day of grace 
heretoze il a man loze⸗ſ ov it now he loze⸗ 
cweth his own vappire le, and putteth offhis 
wn peace. foꝛ eber. 
Ezcelint is thai annotation ot Gregory ou 
Cb. 27; 9. will Gi heare his cry when trou- 
je conumeth upon him: Beloted, nom Gods 
niente is tre ubled, wilt not 5 repent 2 Now 
ds Spirit is troubled, wilt net t ou cbep - 
w Gods juſtice is troubled wilt net thou 
ele, ta Now Gods ez) is treubled, wilt thou 
eſuſs to Fake s 2 Will Cod | leareh: scry ? Fe 
ſpeabeth 
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ſpeaketh interrogattvely, as { he ſhould ſay: 
Art thou ſo mad, fo vaine, ſo kcliſh, to promiſe 


to thy felfe being an hypocrite, that God wil 
beare thy prayer Oh no, then juſtice com 


meth to take place. 

Thirdlp, it is Gods uſe to do fo in other 
things, even upon the contempt of temporal 
bleſſings;and thercfoze much mo2e in matters 
of grace t ſalvation. Thus God promiſed te 
give 1ſrael the land of Canaan, Numb. 12. 23 


but the text ſaith, they renpred God ten time 


that is (as fome Ex poſitoꝛs expound )-many 
times, oꝛſas others) ten ſeverall times. B 


whatever the meaningof the tert be, certainly. 
it was very many times; ſo long till at laſt. hq - 
ſware in his wrath,that thev ſhould never efftes + 


into his reff, Beloved, though there be many 
hot lwearer pregards not an oath; yet certain 
lv ik the Loꝛd ſwear we may bel ee ve him; th 
woꝛd of God is as ſcrong ss oaths: it he ſay 

upon his woꝛd, we are bound to hel&ve it: hot 
much moꝛe then, when he confirmes t with at 
oath⸗Therekoꝛe if the Lo2d ſwear thou ſha 
not, how dareſt thous how canſt thou hope o 
think ever to enter into his reſt⸗This was al 


molt fourtie teres beſoꝛe he died. that Þ 10 


made this oath againſt them: and God mol 
how many thouſands of them fell ſhoꝛt, ne 
only of the Land of Canaan but = = tt 

| om 


2 


rr 
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Do God toke Iſmael an hundzed a and ſeven 
teene pers befo2e he died: twenty pears God 
offered him grace and reventance,but he wonld 
not take warning; a mocker he was, and a 
mocker he would be koꝛ he mocked Iſaac when 
he was a child {x veares old; and no meanes 


17 


would reclaim him, befo2e he heard the voice, 
Caſt out the bond woman and her ſonne: Out 


with him, (ſaith God) fo2 he- ſhall never be 


cheire with nw ſonne : this was an Hundzed 


and ſeventen years betote Iſmaels death. 
And ſo God tk Saul, five. and thirty, oz fix 


and thirty peares befoꝛe he died, acco2ding to 
| Joſephrs' Chronology, ( if it be true; ) hows 
'{oever, he toke him divers peares befo2e his 


death: ko? ſo the Scripture makes it plaine 


1 Sam. 15. 29. The ſtrenght of Iſrael will not 
lie nor repent;for he is not a man that he ſhould 
repent, Therefore becauſe thou haſt rejected 
the word of the Lord, the Lord alſo hath reject- 
ed thee from being a King. And doe not think 


that thou by thy pꝛ ayers, and crying God 


mercy, canſt ever alter him: fo2 his coun⸗ 
ſell is immutable, and he is ſtrong in his 
detre, and cannot change. Hetherto Gate 
and Percy have been offered the, which 
1 if thou hadf imbꝛaced, thou mighteſt have 


found Merev from the Lozd, and the King- 
* dome 


a8 Ihe danger of 
dome ſhould have ben eſtabliſhed and eon⸗ 
Arned unto the ; but now it is to late: for 
the ſtrength of Iſrael cannot lie, 
God toke Efau fiftie pears befoze bis 
death: fo2 ſo long he lived, after he ſought the 
bleſſing: with teares: but he was a hunting 
when God was a talling: he was following 
his prophaineneſſe when God was wo ing 
him to Repentance. At laſt when he called foz 
Mepentance, and ſought it earneſtly, pea his 
Houle was carefull foz to cet it; pet be could 
ne vet obtaine it, though he ſought it earneſt» 
w with teares fiftie yeares befo2e he died. 
2 To2d ſo ſeverely punith con- 
of temporall bleſſings, O how will hs 
the — of pꝛoffers of Grace ànd 
Salvation ! J tel pou, God win be moze ſtritt 
in revenging of this ſinne, then of any other 
Anne: he win come with Partial law aga init 
all thofe that contemne his Goſpe l, Ioh. 3 18. 
He that belceveth not, 1s condemned already, 
Toth Ch2ift pzeach repentance and ſalvatl; 
an, and the Kingdome of God ; and wilt thou 
not repent and bel ve Particl Law (be⸗ 
loved ) martial Law, hang him up; fo2 he is 
condemned already. Even like a Souldier 
that rebels againſt his General, end fo2fake 
his Colours, they doe not caff him into p iſon, 
and ſay foꝛ the Aſflzes 0} Seſſions, but — 


ä Ser Seen pray ontt WY ne rake hoes 


amd. 
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bim Mattiall Law, even hang him up: Bo ff 
the Loꝛd ſound his Gaſpell in thine ears; and 
offers thee condittons of peace, knocking at 
the doe of thy heart by his Spirit; and thon 
refaſe to open to htm thou art condemned al- 

readp: foz the ſtrenalit of Iſrael] cannot lie, nor 
repent. Oh therefoze take hd now whiles 
his wo2d ſounds in thine. ears, While his 
Sptrit ſecretly whiſpers in thy heart to ther. 

open to him, ko; elſe thou art condemned 

ko2 ever. 

Take notice then; that God doth commorj- 
ly give men a day, and no man oꝛ Angel doth. 


' know how long this day laſteth. To ſome it 


laſteth to their laſh gaſp; to ſome, to their 

old age; and to ſome it is cut off in their child⸗ 

hd. God gabe the Angels a day, the which 

becauſe they neglected, they are reſerved in 

chains of darkneſte until the great judges: 

ment day. God gave Cain a dap; Gen. 4. Du⸗ 

ring all the time of this day, though Cain fin» 

ned againe and againe, and went an in his 

ſinnes a great while, pet heard nothing but 

a fit voice, If thou doe well Cain, ſhaltthow 

not be accepted? but if thou doſt ill, ſinne lieth 
at the dore, But when no means will pꝛe⸗ 
ba ile, but Cain will goon adding fin to ſin, and 
murder unto all the reſt of his ſinnes, and ſo 
let go the ſeaſon of mercy, the Lod tells bim 
WB 2 8 from 
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from heaven, that the day of grace is paſt, the 
gate of mercy is ſhut again thee: foꝛ thouart 
now accurſed fromthe earth As if the Loꝛd 
ſhould ſay ; Beloꝛe J gave thee a day of ſal- 
vation „ and offered thee mercie, but thou 
woulſt not accept of it; but now J have clapt 
a curſe upon thy foule , that thou ſhalt never 
claw it off. So God cave Niniveh a day to re- 
pent, Ionnah 3. Yet fourty dayes and Niniveh 
jhall be deftroyed. God gave the Fig-tre a 
day, eben three pears, befoze he would have it 
cut down, God gave the old world a day of an 
hund2ed and twenty years ; during this time 
God ſent unto them Noah, a Pꝛeacher of 
Righteouſneſte to call upon them to repent , 
and ſo ſet it down alſo, that his Spirit ſhall not 
alwaies ſtrive with man, but his time ſhall be 
an hundred and twenty yeares: yet one Wits 
that the Loꝛd cut off twenty of the hundzed 
and {wenty yeares, becauſe of their iniquities 
which were ſo grie vous, and p2ovoked him 
ſo much, that they haſted him to come befo2e 


he would have done. In all this ſpace if they . 


had Repented, they ſhould have found Mercy 
fromthe Lo2d : but when this time was gone 
and the dap of grace was out, the deluge came 
in upon them, and God by his judgemets o⸗ 
verthꝛew the whole Wold. 

Ob je k. du map aàske me when this day 
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or ſeaſon of grace doth end, oꝛ ceaſe. 

Anſw. J anſwer, that neither men nor An- 
gels can tell ; but this J ſay, it may be yet 
this day of grace laſteth unto thee; now it may 
be God ſpeaketh whom to thy ſoul, now it may 
be God warms thy heart, and gives thee god 
purpoſes and reſolutions : now it may be the 
2Lo2d Jeſus paſſeth by the& in a god thought 
and deſire, lay hold on it; fo2 thy day may 
ceaſe this yery night, fo2 ought thon knoweth. 
Luke 17, 22. The time ſhal come (ſaith Chꝛiſt) 
when you ſhall deſire to ſee one of the dayes ot 
the Sonne of man, and ſhall not ſee it. Now is 
the day of Chꝛiſt upon pou, now is Chꝛiſt 


offering and pꝛeaching himlelke to you ; but 
ik you let this Cay paſſe thou maiſt deſire to 


have one of the dꝛops of that Blood that hath 
been offered to the, and pet never have it: 
thou maiſt deſire to feele one rap of that Spt- 


ret that hath knockt at thy heart, and yet goe 


without it, thou maiſt intreat fo2 one dꝛam or 
that mercy that hath been offered, and thou 


haſt rejected, but it ſhall never be grante ) to 


the: God may clapthat fearefull ſentence up⸗ 
on thee, Now henceforth never grow fruit 
more on thee. never Repentance come into 
thy heart moꝛe. Ik now thou wilt not re⸗ 


pent and be converted, the Loꝛd map ſet it 


vown in his decree from this day koꝛ ward, 
3 that 
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that thou maiſt fumble-about thy nes, but 

Halt never get victozy over them: thou maiſt 

ever be mourning fo? thy cozruptions, but ne⸗ 

ver mourne aright fo2 them; thou maiſt blun- 

der about Repentance, but never doe the 

Ezekiel 24. 23, You ſhall not mourne nor 

weepe, but you ſhall pine away for your iniqui- 

ties, and mourne one towards another. There 
is many a ſoule fo2 contemning of God, and 

not taking up Repentance while they map 

have it, this plague of God is come upon them, 
that they are eber repenting and are never a⸗ 
ble to Repent, ever pozing upon their ſinnes, 
but never able to come out of them: they 
P2ap and p2ay againſt them, but their payers 
moulder away under them: fo2 they ſhall 
pine away for their iniquities- What is the 
reaſon- He ſheweth in the 13. verfe : Becauſe 
I would have purged thee, and thou waſt not 
purged , thou ſhalt not be purged any more. 
3Becauſe J gave the line upon line, precept 
upon precept, motion upon motion, Hatta⸗ 

ment upon Dacrament, Sabbath vpon Sab⸗ 
bath, and O2dinance upon Oꝛdinance, becauſe 
A uſed all faire means and foule means; J a- 
waked thy conſcience and ſtirred up the mo⸗ 
tions of Grace in the ; but beci uſe J would 

hade cleanſed thee, and thou waſt not 2 — 
| on 
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chen alt never be cleanſed, A fearfull ſen⸗ 
tence it is, if mens hearts were ſoundly op⸗ 
pened to confider rightly of it. 

And as there fs a Perſonall day, fo there is 
a Nationall day; ff the Nation turne mito 
Sod during that time, then that Nation chall 
find morcy; but if they negled that day, then 
God. will bide thofe things from their eyes 
that belong to their peacs , as Chꝛiſt ſaith of 
Jeruſalem, Luke 19. 42. © leruſalem! if that 
thou hadſt known in this thy day, the things 
that did belong to thy peace! but now they ace 
hid from thine eies: in this thy day; ik thou 
hadft known it during that day tt had ben 
happy foꝛ th — but now the day ol grace is 
gone, the Loꝛzd hath concealed tt from the, 


amd thou ſhalt never perceive tt mo2e. 


* Some mens day of grace God endeth e- 
den in their very child-hod ; therefo2e if 
there be any little ones, any Chfidzen here 
in this congregatton, that are of age to know 
what belongs to an exo2tation , to them J 
fpake. that they take hd how they rebelt a⸗ 
gainſt the commandement ofa Father oꝛ aa 
ther, oꝛ Maſter, againſt the teaching of God⸗ 
woꝛd, fo2 though vou be children, pet God 


may inflict judgments upon your heads; fo: 
not only the day of grace, but alſo the day of - 
fe may be cut off from children, as 2 Kin zs 


B 4 Zo 
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2, 24. Four and twenty children were toꝛne 


in pieces ko: mocking the Lords Prophet. 
Some mens day ok grace is not ſhut up unt ill 


their youth; ſome not unt ill their old age. 
ſome not untill they are a dying; and if they 


refuſe then, they are like, yea ſue to perith 


koꝛ ever: J know the day of grace may have 
feverall returns, but at laſt Gods Cxcbequer 
will be finally ſhut up. | 


ObjcR, May not a man be called at the io 
* or twelfth houre of the day? The day of 
grace laſteth alwayes: and doth not the Apo⸗ 
file call _ day of life, the day of races 
2 Cor, 6. 2; 


wy Wye It is true, the "AF" ll men at 


the eleventh & twelfch houre; but yet loke and 
vou ſhall ſe in the twentieth of Matthew, 
that they were not called at the firſt houre, 
no2 at the ſecond no2 third houre, noz at the 
ſixt and ninth houre, he doth not ſay he found 
the ſame men that he found at the firſt, and 
third, ſtxth and ninth houres, but he ſaw others 
ftanding jdle: No -thoſe that were called at 
the firſt houre, came in at the firſt houre; and 
they that were called at the third houre, came 
in at the third houre; and they that were cats 
led at * ſixth and ninth houre-came * * : 
xt 
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fixth and ninth houre. Well, doth God call 
thee in thy childhood. in thy youth, o2 in thy 
middle age; now at the firſt oꝛ ſixth, o2 ninth 
youre, now come in and labour in Gods vine» 
yards and work out your ſalvation with feare 
and trembling, and make aſe of the ſeaſon of 
grace; now whllſt it is upon you: fo2. if thou 
be called at the firſt houre, the ſfixt is fas ano⸗ 
ther, aud not fo2 thee; if thou be called the 
fixt hour, the ninth hour is koꝛ others and not 
koꝛ thee; if thou be called the ninth hour, the 


eleventh hour is fo2 others æ not fozthe; The 


text faith, He came & found others ſtanding jdle 
in the market place, and ſaid unto them, Why 
Rand ye here j dle? and they ſay unto him, no 
man hath hired us; as if they ſhould ſay, Me 
never had any means of ſal vation, we have 
had no Piniſters to preach unto us; but now 
God calls upon thee to come in, this is thy 


houre, lok unto it. It God call the, ſ& thou 


come in, whether it be at the firſt oz third 
houre, at the ſixth o2 ninth houre, leſt the 
Loꝛd in his wꝛath clap hardnelle ot heart upon 


thy ſoule. | 


Object. But you will ſay, chat the day of 


life, and the day of geace are paralleld, and like- 


ned one to another; and therefore there is 


hope fo long as a man remains in the congrega- 
tion of the living. 


Anſw. 


26 The danger of 


Anſw, I anſwer, it is true indæd, that the 
day of grace lalteth as long as the day of life, 
1. In regard of others; foz others are ſo to e⸗ 
Keme of tt, the Pinifter is to lok to his peo⸗ 
pla, as to a people to be conderted as long as 
they live. 

2 In regard ofa mans own ſelfe, he is ſo bound 
to believe; ſoꝛ the commandement of faith 
Kandeth in foꝛce on a man, ſo long as he liveth 
and therefoze infidelity and deſpatre ceaſe 


not to be ſknnes till a man is actually in Hell: 


When he is in hell, then they are no ſinnes. 
becauſe then he is not commanded to believe, 
but are part ot the puniſhment of the vamaes; 
but Whilſt a man lfves it is a (in, foz men 
are now bound to lay hold upon Chꝛiſt and to 
bole de, at what houre of their like fos 
s det. 
3. It map be ſaid to laſt all a mans life long, 
- is bounded within the compaſſe of 
— fo2 no man bath a day of grace aſter this 
IJ 
But what is the meaning of all thoſe 
©criptures which * how God doth deli- 
ver up men unto the Spirit of guidineſſe, any 
unto the Spirit of ſlumberꝰ And what moans 
the hardening of mens hearts, &ſearin2 of mens 
conſciences, but only to ſhew! that the bay of 
graces may end into a a particular man, ten, 
twenty 
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— 4 thirty, nay fourty yeares befoze his 
arty; | | 
1. Wecaufe God may harden a mans heart, 
Jerem, 13, 10. and veale with them as with 
Iſrael in the Rock, ſo ſhut up their hearts 
that they ſhall never melt at any Sermonng- 
ver be wrought upon by any judgment, Gos 
| Havingcloſed them up in arockyheart.that hs 
latth of them. Can the blackmore change his 
skin, or the Leopard his ſports? then may they 
do good that are accuſtomed to do evill, The 
blackneſſe of the blackmoꝛe is only inthe out - 
Ade of the skin, vet all the art under the hea⸗ 
> | vens cannot blot it out: So if once harvneſſe 
polſeſſe thy ſoule, all the preaching ofthe Pi⸗ 
niſters, and all the means of grace in the 
wo2:ld, can never bꝛing it unto that frams, 
and temper,as to make it melt under the ham 
of God; J tell the, thou that uſeſt to come un; 
to Sermons day after dap. and refuſeft to res 
pent, living till in thy ſinns, there is no hams 
mer noꝛ betle in the wozld moꝛe hard then 
thy heart: as thoſe men and women that ſit 
under the preaching of the woꝛd, and heare v 
doctrine of life, like raine from above, beating 
and knocking on their conſciences, and on 
their hearts, to awaken them out of their 
ſins. and yet notwithſtanding will not repent 
at laſt, they prove to be deze Adders, that —. 
N r 
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their ears againſt the wo2d, charme the chars 

mer never ſo wiſely. 

2, God may feare mens conſciences; Doth 
thy conſcience tel the thou art a luke⸗warm⸗ 

ling, and wilt thou not be rekozmed⸗ Doth 


thy conſcience tell the, that thy prayers and 


all thy religion is rotten and unſound and that 
thy Repentance ts hypocriticall and nought; 
and that fo2 all thy vaine hopes, thou art but a 
diſlembler, ind yet remaineſt in thy ſinns. 
and wilt thou not be bettered herebye Take 
Hed; foꝛ that man that runs on in finne a⸗ 
ga inſt the voice of his owne conſcience, that 
man ſins the ſinne, of Saul x Sam. 13. 8. God 
bid him ſtay ſeven dayes untill Samuel came: 
Saul ſtayes full ſeven dayes within one houre; 

at laſt his luſt began to bawl: 'What- hall 


I ftayfo2 a Prophet thus long? Stay, ſayes | 


his conſcience; Why? (ſapes Saul) J ways 
ted koꝛ Him ſo long, even ſeven dayeslacking 
but one houre, @tay(ſaith God to his ton⸗ 
ſcience) foꝛ the woꝛd of God bids ther ſtay ſo 
long; he ſtayed one dap, and two dayes, and 
{tx dayes, and ſeven dapes but one houre; 
Step (ſaith his conſcience) no, he would not 
but 1 foreed my ſelfe (faith the text) as if he 


ſhould ſay, Jhardened my heart to do it, though 


the wo2d of the Loꝛd bid me ffay and not do 
tt, vet I forced my. ſelfe to do it: Mhat — 
this. 


| 
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this mans ſinne⸗ Was it his offering of ſas 
crifice, and calling upon God by prayer⸗ No, 
the Lozd commands us to call upon him in 
time ok diſtrelle, and being com manded it 
was lawfuli. Was it his finne to meddle 


with the Pꝛieſts office» No: fo2 he. did but 


appoint the ſacrifice, the Pꝛieſt offered it. 
What - was it the bzeaking of one houres 
time- No: fo2 he had ſinned moe againſt 
God, then ſo: but this was his ſinne, that he 
went acainſt his own conſcience, when God 
od in the way: when conſcience ſtod in 
the way, conſcience ſaid ſtay, but he would 
not ſt ay: God bid him ſtap, but he would not 
ſtay, and this is the ſinne of many thouſands 
amongſt us; mens conſciences tell them that 
they muſt not be dꝛunkards, mens conſciences 
tell them that they muſt not be worldlings-- 
they mu ſt not be (wearers, they muſt not be 
Jjake-warm pzofefſo2s; they mult pray better 
then they do, and habe other faith then pet 
they have, if ever they meane to be ſaved; 
wilt thou yet againſt thy conſcience fo:cethy: 
ſelfe to go on in thy ſinnes krom day to day. 
and never be refo2med- take herd left the 
odd be provoked to fet thy finne upon thy 
head, and ſhut upthy heart, and conclude thy 
eternall deftruction, 


Ob 179. 
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Object. Suppoſe I go one in my ſins, and follow 
my wicked courſes now; what if I ſeeke him 


hereaſter, and humble my ſoule before him 


with faſting and 3 and when J lie upon 
my death · bed, Iſend a ticket unto my Mini- 
ſter to pray for me, will all this do me no 


00d? 


. Anſw. Surely no, (ſaith God, erern. 5. 1. F] 


Though Moſes and Samuel ftood before me, yet 
my affections could not be toward this people; 
caſt them out of my ſight. Doſt thou lie ſick 
upon thy death⸗bed⸗ were Samuel, Job, oz 


Daniel, the Piniſter of thy Pariſh, and thou 


ouldſt ſend thy ticket unto them, deſiring 
them to remember the in thetr prayers; if 
Noah ffod in the Pulpſt, and Job and Daniel 
were here befoze the Lo2d fo2 to plead fo2 
ther, pet he would not heare thee, | 


object. But, ſuppoſe I humble my ſelfe 
by faſting and prayer, will not God hear 
what? | | 


Anſw. Ho, ff thonneglec the day of grace 
Jr, 14. 12. when they faſt, I will not hear 
them: and when they offer «oblations, I will 
not accept their cry: but I will conſume them 
by the ſword,by famine, and by peſtilences Po 

may 
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heart, and rot cut thy fins; them God will 
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map ſet up pour faſtings, prayers, and humi⸗ 


liations, vou map lament and mourne, and 


pine away pour ſeltes in pour ſins; but it is 


not all your prayers and faſtings; it is not all 
pour lamentation and mour ning, that will ds 
pou pod, fo long as the counſell of the Lo2v 
is rejeded. Becauſe ] called, and ye would 


not +niwer, therefore you ſkall call, but Iwill 


not hear, they thought that the Loꝛds eares 
would alwayes be open, and that when they 


called the 1 oꝛd Would hate anſwered, and 


that t 


p of grate would ever remaine; 


but God ſsith, 1 will net hear them: they 


would never have ſought if they thought the 
od ronlo not heare them, but an their ſ&- 
king was in vaine: | 


Ob. You will ſay at what time ſoever a ſinner; 


repentcth, Le ſhall have merey. 


An. It is true, it thou repent from the bottom 
of thy heart, but thou maiſt come with many 
' degræ of repentance, and pet never repent 


whileſt thou liveſt: if thon repent frem tie 


put away thy ſins; but thou weiſt go on if 
repentance and ce ing upon God, ard perfoz< 
ming wony duties ok Religion, end yet Ke 


Dar dened; lots How much  Eeligfon Will 
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ſtand with ſelfe-love , ſo much thou maieft 
have alter the day of grace is gone, ſelfe⸗love 
may make a man flie to prayer, and run after 
Sermons, and go on in many holy dut ies, and 
give over many ſins; lake how karre ſelfe- 
love may drive the unto holy duties, ſo farre 
thou maiſt goe, and yet notwithſtanding re⸗ 
maine hardened. © therekoꝛe let us not de⸗ 
lay, no2 put off the time of grace, no? let goe 
ſalvation while it may be: had, then ſhall they 
call, but J will not anſwer.: he doth not ſet 
downe when this time ts; it map be is now, 
it may be not this ſeven pears, it map be not 
Till thy detg. r 
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Doct. 2. It may be this very day, | even this 
very Sermon, this very houre may be thy day 
that art now in thy fins, that if thou repent 
not at this very one Sermon, thou neglecteſt e- 
ternall life for ever; loſe the benefit ok this 
Sermon at this time, and thou maieſt loſe e⸗ 
ternall Salvation, and never have it moze. 9 
The theife that rob d this day how doth he } 1 
know but this one robery may bꝛing him toſ n 
the gallows So the man that ſins this day, | u 
bow doth he know but that this very dayes] N 
woꝛke may bꝛing him to hell» Deuteronomy | tl 
32.35. To God belongs vengance; their fert] I 
thall ſlide in due time. heretoze if man fin tl 
aga 
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aga inſt him; he may ſtand to day, _ to moꝛ⸗ 
row, and many dapes; but n the due 
time comes, even the time which — hath ſet. 


then up goes his heels, he ſhall flide and 


bzeak his neck: thy houre⸗glaſſe runes in 
heaven ; and thou ſeeſt not when the ſand 
comes to the bottome; but when tis out ; then 
down thou goeſt to hell fo2 ever. 

There was one reſolved to Kill Julius Cæ- 
far ſach a day; the nicht befoze; a friend ſent 
him a letter to acquatiat him with it: but be- 
ing at ſupper and buſte; J win not lok upon 
it now, ſafth-ye } to moꝛrow ts a new day. 
The next day when he ſhould have read his 
letter, he was ſtab'd ; Whence thts pꝛoverbe 
came in Greece To 1.orrow is a new day. 
God ſends the a letter and a weſſage from 
heaven to d2y , repent and come out of your 
fins, oz fo2 ever to hel; to dap be converted 
and fauctiſied, o2 fo2 ever be hardened. Doſt 
thou refuſe to harken to day; and putteſt it 


e. | off until to mozrow - it may be to mo2row- 


ey 


may be a day of Gods w2ath; and then thon 
mapeſt be hardened. ſeared, and bound over 
unto the great day of Gods vengeance: fo 
moꝛrow God may ſet the decree upon thy ſonl, 
that thou ſhalt ne ver repent, Therefo:e ifthou 
refuſe this, thou.refaſeth all; foꝛ what knoweſft 


n | thot, but this very day may be thy dey - .. 
o The 
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The realan is, becau Gods patiance is in 


his owne breaſt ; aud who can tell how long 
it wil laſt - Þaſt thou Momus his glaſſe* 


window to l ke into Gods ſecret counſell⸗ 
halt thou d ep ⸗hole to lobe into Gods trea⸗ 


furie - canff thou ſtand on tiptoe, to lake o⸗ 
ver Gods ſhoulder, to loke into Gods decree, 
to ſe how long his patience will laſt » It 
may be God hath ſuffered thee till this day. 
thou art guilty of ten thouſand ſinnes; and 
pet he is patient towards thee ; God hath 
{fayed thus long foz the, that haſt ſwozne 3 
know not how many oaths; God hath boꝛn 
thus long with thee that haſt told J know 
not how many lyes; pꝛophaned J know not 
how many Sabbaths, contemned J know 
not how many Dzdinatices , and feighted I 
know not how many Judgements ; yet Gods 
patience is in his owne zelt, it is the long 
ſufferance of God. Thou mate ſt fay I would 


faine have it to mozrow, and this ſeven | 


pt res, but alaſſe it is his long ſufferance and 
not thine : and how doſt thou know when hs | 
will conclude it - ft may be this day as welt 
as to mo2row , Joel. 2. 13. Rent your hearts, 
and not your gatments.,.(fafth the-P2ophet } 
for the Lon p he is graeious and mercitull. 
_ wo2d [for] hath a rest dealt of fozce 
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Firſt, it is a deſcriptivum ] for] he is gras 
tious and a mercikull God: therefoze- rent 
thy heart, and let thy Soule burff within thee; 
that thou haſt ſinned againſt him, foz he is a 
mercifull God, and it may be he will pardon 
all thy ſinns and heale all thy rebellions com⸗ 
mitted againſt him. | 
Secondly, it is an upbraiding(for,)upbzai>s 
ing thee f02 thy ſinnes: rent thy heart there- 
foze; why ⸗ he is a patient Gad: wilt thou go 
on in thy ſinns againſt ſuch a patient God - 
and rebel} againſt ſuch a loving Father, that 
hath loved the with ſo much compaſſion - 
tent thy heart koꝛ he is patient, 


' Thirdly , it is a comfort and incouraging 
[for : ) rent thy heart; fo2 there is encourage⸗ 
ment fo2 the to repent, give over thy ſinns, 


and goe to the Thꝛone of grace, Fo? there 


is much mercie to welcome the, and great 
patience foz to bid the come home, and a⸗ 
boundante of grace foz to incourage thee; 
therefoze rent thy heart and come home un- 
to the Lo2d, koz he is pattent and long⸗ 
ſuffering: - | 

Fourthly it is a forewaming (for: rent 
pour hearts, fo2 the K ozd is gracious and 


- mercifyll , flow: to anger, and of great kind⸗ 


nelle; rot his mercy laſteth, yea his pat iencs 
C 2 endureth 
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enduteth, pet he hath all his attributes, and 


yet he is pleaſed to manikeſt the ſame, fill ten- 
d2 ing grace and mercy unto thee. Oh! turne 


unto Him while theſe endure, 02 elſe thou ſhalt 
periſh ko ever. 


Fitktly, it is a threatning [fort] now he is 
gracious , now he is mercifull ; but his mercy 
will end, his patience will end, and then ik thou 
haſt not rent thy heart befo2e, it will be to late 
then. Therekoꝛe as ever thou loveſt thine own 
— , now rent thy heart, and turne unto 

od. 

It is Gods own — The Lord, 
ſlow to anger, and of great mercy, forgiving 
iniquity and ſin. e what man ſoe ver he be, 
that humbles his ſouls befd2e him; he ſhall 
find grace and mercy with him, yea aboun⸗ 
dance of mertc ie, patdoning iniquity;tranſgteſs 
fron and ſinne: yea any thing. 

Let but a ſoule come pꝛoſtraͤte befo2e him. 
humbling his ſoule, he will pardon his ſinne, 
But as it followeth fn the wozds ; Re will 
by no meanes cleare the guiltie; ff notwith⸗ 
landing all Gods patience and mercie, thou 
goe on in thy ſinnes, the Lo2d will never fo2 - 
give thee , but will viſit thy ſinnes upon ther 
imto the third and-fourth generation, becautfc 
| thou haſt withifad the day ol grace. 2 
Beloved 


þ 
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man , though the rr man may. take 
| | 3 
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Beloved, men run on in their ſins, as if ſo 
be an Augel from heaven ſhould cry untothem> 
and tell them, vet God will be god unto them, 
yet God will ſhew them mercy, and kozbeare 
them, Beloved, let your conſciences anſwer, 
ik yon ever heard the L02d God ſay to any of 


pou, thus long 4 will fozbeare you. No, Gods 


patience is in his own breaſt; and there toꝛe no 
man knows how long it will laff, 


Reaſ. 2. A fecond reaſon is, becauſe Gods 
Patience giyeth no marks or inkling of it, be- 


tore it ends: cammonly when God ſtrikes a 


man with death, he giveth ſome ſignes, oz 
warnings of it bekoze, as ſickneſſe and paines, 
and gray hairs, and many ſoꝛrows, xc. Now 
becaufe thy life is in Gods hands, thou careſt 
not fo2 it, but ventureſt to goe on in thy ſins; 
hoping to have ſome warning though thou⸗ 
ſands be cut off without it; but the day ol 
grace may come ta an end, and yet thou 
never have any inkling oz warning of it be- 
kozehand: commonly when God fſfrilies a 
man with death, he tells him of it befoze- - 
hand by aches and pains, as if the Lo2d 
ſhould ſay, Now thou ſhalt die, now will A 
ta e the out of the wozid, But when the 
Lo2d taketh awap the day of grace from a 


fome 
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come notice of it, yet there is no ſenſible ape 
parition of it, but after the day of grace is ſet 
upon a man, he may be as ſcrong and luſtie as 
befoze, he may come to Church as well after 
as befoze, perkoꝛme religious duties, and do 
many god things, as well after as betoze; 
as Saul went on in duties of Religion, as 
well after Samuel had pronounced the Loꝛds 
dome upon him, how many. times was he 
offering ſacrifice unto the Lo2d after the 
Pꝛophet told him, that he was a man re ject- 
cd> how many god ſpeches came from 
Hitmo as when Samuel met him, he ſalutes 
him with thefe wozgs; Bleſſed be thou of the 
Lord, I pray thee turne againe -with me, that 
I way worſhip the Lord. A man would have 
thought that Saul had beene a god convert. 
No-no,befo2e al this his judgment and dome 
was ſet upon him; God ſteales upon him and 
ſaies nothing; he claps his plague upon their 
fouls and holds his peace. 

Ifath. 42. 14. Ihave a long time held my 
peace, I have beene till, and refrained my 
ſelfe; now will I cry like a travelling wo- 
man, 1 will deſttoy, and devoure at once. 
The 1. oꝛd ſhewes here how he deales with 
men, they gos on in their ſinnes, bat the 
Lo2d holds his peace; they provoke him 
every day, but the Lozd refraines his 

anger 
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anger: but now an at once his wrath breat:- 
eth fo2th. upon them, Pſal. 64. 7. God will 

oot an arrow at them ſuddenly, their 
ffroke ſhalbe at once, The Lo2d fuddenly 
ſhots. a ſwift arrow at - the*no ſoner 
it is ſhot, but it enters into thy bowels. 
When. the Lo2d comes upon a- man, he 
comes faddenly.; when he ends: the day ol 
grace upon him, he doth it ſuddenly. He 
ended the day of grace on the Scribes and 
Phariſes.even in the very Sermon time, 
While Chriſt was p2eaching unto them, 
thep were delivered up to Hardneſſe of 
heart: ſo many were delivered up to hard⸗ 
neiſe of heart in the time ok Hoſea's pꝛo⸗ 
phecte,, Boſea 4. 17. Epharimꝭ is joynedꝭ to 
jdols, let him alone (faith God:) as if he 
— Sermon, let him alone; Prea⸗ 
cher, let him alone; Spirit, let him a⸗ 
lone Chriſt: , let him alone, let him a* 


lone; »Weloved, ik we tand out againſt 


God, and reject the day of grate, the Loꝛd 
may. ſay , Wozd , let ſuch aman alone. 
and never convert him; Chic, let ſuch a 
man alone, and never redeme him; Spi⸗ 

Auch a man alone; and never ſanctiſie 
Dacraments „ let ſuch a man alone 
and never ſeale up any comkozts unto him, 


A fearetull ſigne that men are come to this 


C 4 houre 
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hours; do we not ſee that men come to the 
Wozd;and the Moꝛd letsthem alone in their 
ſinse do not men come tothe Sacrament, 
and the Sacrament leaves them ſtill in the ir 
filthineſſle2 men come unto god dtuies, 
but god duties let them alone, and do them 
no god: and this is the condition ot many 
thouſands in the woꝛld. Therefoze oh thinke 
upon this you that have made a league with 
your ſinns, and an agreement withhell: hear 
this delivered to-you this day, that the day of 
grace may. be ended, and God may come 
and claphis curſe upon men, and never give 
them any inkling ok it at all, 


A third Readon is. becaufe God rneckoas 
upon every bourc,if God. kept not a ſtricꝭ ac⸗ 
count of time, how many Sermons you have 
had, how many mercies you have enjoyed 
how many -crofſes he hath warned you by: 
ik God kept not a true talle and account of 
every houres time; you might rub on ma⸗ 
np dayes , and moneths , and pres, and 
ſpend much time in fulfilling ol pour luſts, but 


God kepeth a reckoning of thete things. 


yeaof every. houre, and of every minute. 
Act. 17; 30. The times of ignorance God re- 
garded not; but now he admoniſheth all men 
$9 repents Alas when men live in their ns 
through 


* 
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— 
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though blindnetle and ignorante, and know 
not God, the Lo2d takes no ſuch ffrict nos 
tice of them, but lets them goe on. longer 
and longer; but when the Lo2d ſend them 


his Wo2d and Gofpel,and affozvs them the 


meanes of grace, he doth. the moe ffricly 
loke unto them, and takes the moze ex⸗ 
at account of them befoꝛe they had the 
meanes of grace, the Lozd winked at 
them, and did not fo narrowly watch 
them, but loked over mens ignorance 
(as the original hath it) but now - God 
ſends his Moꝛd and Goſpel , he adnoniſh- 
eth all men to repent-, he winks at never 
an houre , but ſets downe how okt thou 
haſt had exhoztation from thy Piniſter, how 
often thou hat had warning by ſickneſſe 
and affiictions , how often thou haſt- had 
checks from thine owne conſcience , how 
many admonit ions thou haft had from thy 
friends, how many times thou haft had the 
ſound of the Goſpef to found tn thy eares to 
bzing the home unto God, Jobn 2. 7. 11. 
This is the firſt —_— of miracles that 
Jeſisdid, John 4. 58. This is the ſecond 
miracle that Tefus did, ſaith the Text „God 
ſets downe, this is the firſt, this is the ſe- 


cond time : This is the ſecond Epiſtle 1 
vote to you ſaith Paul. Oh this is the 


third 


af 
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third time J wrote unto you, 2 Cor. 3- that e 
when J come A will not ſpare : ſo God lets ba 
it downe in his catalogue, this is the. firſt ſe 
time that 1 have warnen this man, this is pt 
the ſecond time, this is the third time, that 

when J come J wil not ſpare; the Lo2d | a 
counts how long he hath ſought unto the, 
and fntroatsd the by his mercies, how 
— he hath allured -th& by his Wozd, 
how long he hath warned the by his judge» 
ments how oft he hath ſmote thy heart with 
feares, and thy conſcience with terrours. 
Now if fo2 all this thou wilt not. returne, juſt 
ta it with God to caſt the do tone to hell * | 


ger. 


The kourth Reaſor, and latkiit is a Won 
der that the day of grace is not ended already, 
and that thou art not now in hell, When: a 
in this kind is loked fog to be dons, 
it is a wonder that it is not done: it is a won⸗ 
derſul mercie of God unto this Kingdome | 
that yet the day ol grace is continued a⸗ 
mongſt us, in regard of our long feare and | *; 
expettation of the contrary. Fo2 from the 
highefSto the loweſt we have highly revolt⸗ 
ed m92e and mo2e, - and pꝛovoked God to 
dis very face. What contempt. of Gods 
VWozd- what-neglet of Gods Ondinan⸗ 
ces 
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tes What prophanation ok Gods Sab- 


baths- what ſcoffing and deriving of Gods 
ſervants- how doth wickedneſſe and pro⸗ 
phaneneſſe ftand up into the higheſt rome, 


clinibe up into the higheſt chambers⸗ But as 


a whoꝛe condemned to die being with childe 
is reprived foz a time, until her childe 
be brought fwzth: ſo this Land hath gone a 
whozing from God, pet ſo long as God hath 
ſome children to be brought fozth, which are 
not yet come unto the birth, he lets his 
grate and Goſpel continue untill theſe chil⸗ 
dꝛen be brought fozth. Therefoze now (belo⸗ 
ved) ff we ſtick at the birth and come 
not kwth, an hundred to one but we ſhall mil⸗ 
carry. 

hen Chriſt comes firft to thy ng? 
he witnefſeth grace aud mercy to thee, if 
thou wilt repent and amend. ; . vea he wit⸗ 
neſeth koꝛgivene lle of ſinnes, redempti⸗ 
on, and ſalvation, if thou wilt bel eve; 
but ik not, he win be a ſwift witneſſe a- 
gainſt thee, Malachi. 3. 5. if thou continue 
and goeſt on in thy finnes : Agree with 
thine adverſary, while thou art in the wa 
quickly, Matthew 5, 25. Now God is in 
the way with ther, Chriſt and his Spirit 
are in the wap witb the; thou neveſt 
not now ſay , Who ſhall go up to —_— 
p And 
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and bring downe the Spirit to the ; Chriſts 
Spirit is now knocking at thy heart, and 


now God offers this mercy to the,, now! 


thou art in the way, now he calls unto 
the to accept of his mercy , now he com- 
mands thee to take Chriſt, now heare him, 
calling to thy heart , now he tenders, 
grace unto the imbrace ft ; now receive 
Chriff and make up thy peace with him: 
remember the faying of the Apoſtle 

2. Corinthians. 13. 5. Examine your ſelves 
whether you be in the faith prove your 


ſelves, Knaw you not your owne ſel ves, 
how that Ieſus Chriſt is in you except you 
be reprobates? As if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay , 
J have bene an Apoſtle to you this yeere 
and halfe . J have preached thus and thus 
long unto you, J have wrote one Ept- 
le to you to refozms thoſe abuſes that 
mere among you-- and now J write this 
ſecond Epiſtle, to declare the whole will 
and counſell ok God to yon , ow cal 
up pour reckoning , examine your ſelves, 4 
and make up pour account: fe if you have 
gained Chriſt. O! J have Chriſt, (ſaith 
one) J have Chriſt, ( ſaith another,) I 
but 75 it „ ſaith the Apoſtle, and try 
your ſelves : know pce not that by this time 
Chriſt is in you, 02 elſe pou be rb 
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As if he ſhöuld ſay, if yet Chꝛiſt bee not 
in pou , and grace w2ought in pour hearts, 
ik yet you lye feſtring in your finnes , and 
go'one in your wicked Wwayes > it is to be 


*| feared you are reprobates : either vou 02 


we are reprobs tes, pou ko2 not obeping 

o2 wee not fo2 delivering the truth of God 
unto vou: Put ] truſt that yce ſhall know 
that we are not reprobates: verſe 6. God 
fozbid that this Wozd thbuid- be ever 
ſpoken unto any ſoule in this congregati- 
on: but this iet me fay , is there any 
man here that goes on in his luſts, and 
in his carnall -courſe ok iife ; in pride, ſe⸗ 
curitie, hardneſſe of heart , and impeni⸗ 
tencie, that hath ndt the ſoundneile vl 
grace - he hath a fearfull ſigne aud brand 
of a repꝛobate » whole 4 is tified : 
it is a fearefull fione , if he be not a tes 
probate befozz God , pet he is one that 
is not approved > but fo2 the preſent _ ima 
w2etched and miſerable condition ,/ Now 


4 ts the time ok grace wherein God Hath 


ſpoken to pour ſoules, remember that ven⸗ 
geance that is comming towards you , i it 
be rejeded, now the. Lo2ds fatlings are 
ready; his Oren and Sheepe are Caine 
and lald upon the board; Chriſt is ſarri⸗ 


Hced', and his bias is ſhed, am the 


{THE 
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gracs bf the Lo2d Jeſus Ch2ilt is temers 
ed to you; you that have grace, get moze 
grace, you that have no grace, get grace 
and Chꝛiſt, and take heede of neg⸗ 
letting any oppoꝛtunity of grace; 
foꝛ that may come unto thee 
in one houre, that will 
never come 
againe« 


" briftian Reader, 


Am deſi irous to let thee "underftand; that 
there are diverſe, other Godly Bookes ; 


health 2 the Titles of them are as 
eth. 

t. A DIV INE MESSAGE to. the 
ele ct Soule, By the fame Author, M. William 


Fenner. 
2. The LIVES and DEATHS of the 


Me derne DEVINBS. By M. Thee 
"Fully, 7 


(which are very vſefull for 17 Soules 
lollow- 


. | cerning the Holy SACRAMENTS. 


(47) 

3. GODS Love, MANS Vnyorthine! 
by M. John Dnarler. | wm 
4, CONJUGAEL, COUNSELL., by 

| M. Thomas H ider. 2 | 4 
F. The WAR RS of the JEWES. new- 14 
ly corrected of ſundry Errots ; 
6. A BRIFE INSTRUCTION con- 


. 
*. % 
w. 
» 


3. DIVES and LAZARUS. 

2. The CHRISTIANS Mourning 
GARMENT... # 

9. A JEWELL for the EARE. 
40. ENGLANDS Affli ctions. 


11, ENGLANDS Gentle Admonition; 


All of them are to be ſold by ohn Stafferd, 
dwelling in Ocergc-pard, ncere Fleer-bridge. 


